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Austin Murdock
Although I tend to be a bit of a computer
illiterate, the direction of Austin
Murdock’s
life is fascinating and daunting. Austin is
the son of Pam and Bill Murdock and was
raised in North Shore. He graduated from
Chesapeake High School and UMBC
where he was a Meyerhoff Scholar with a
BS in Computer Science, and he is now
working in a Masters/PhD program in
Computer Science at UC Berkeley.

websites at once by reading Wikipedia. He
found that discovery was cool, and he
wanted to know more.

His mother says that Austin’s intense
interest in the way computers work began
when he was young. Pam and Bill were out
for the night, and Austin wanted to increase
his download speeds. He figured out how to
download popular files from multiple

In college, he spent two summers doing
research at Johns Hopkins and MIT and
then chose UC Berkeley for his graduate
study. His interest centers on cyber
security, and he has certainly proven to be
adept at his journey.

Community Calendar

His PhD program requires that he submit
his research at top-tier conferences in his
field of study. He wrote and submitted a
paper, Target Generation for Internet-wide
IPv6 (Internet Protocol version 6)
Scanning that was accepted by the selection
committee of the prestigious Internet
Measurement Conference (IMC) for
presentation at their 2017 conference in
London. The paper outlines a new statistical

Caroling & Santa Visit
Sunday, December 10th
6:00 pm
Annual Meeting
Tuesday, February 6th
Mountain Road Library
7:00 pm

December 2017 Issue

1

North Shore on the Magothy

Friday, December 8, 2017

Back in 2015, Austin spoke to the students
at Chesapeake Bay Middle School and
Bodkin Elementary. He emphasized to
those students that they needed to stay
organized and have a routine, to take good
notes and recognize how to handle
distractions. He also focused on the
importance of maintaining balance in their
lives. He talked about the importance of
finding your passion and pursuing it. He
made the comment that “The important
thing is to take away something from
everyone you meet.”
When not working on his research, Austin
enjoys mentoring undergraduate students
interested in pursuing graduate school.

Austin with North Shore neighbor Samantha Scruggs
who is living in London

algorithm to enable analysis of the current
Internet, which aids in thwarting cyber
attacks. He went to London in November to
present the paper at IMC.
When Austin arrived in London to present
his paper, he learned that out of the 70
papers from all over the world that were
selected for presentation at the conference,
Austin’s paper was then chosen as one of
the top 5 papers. While this first paper
presented a statistical model for Internet
analysis, Austin will now write the code to
develop an Internet scanner to implement
the algorithm.
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North Shore is fortunate to have produced
many outstanding students over the years,
and it can certainly be exceptionally proud
of Austin and what his future holds.
Although right now he is in California and
may remain there, we will always know that
he is always a part of the North Shore
family, and we wish him continued success
in his future.
by Sarah Ann Parsons
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New Barnacle Editor!
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and millions of leaves to rake, and long
walks that always offer a fabulous view!"
Betsy is looking forward to getting to know
the neighbors and would appreciate any
articles you would like to submit. She will
be starting a new column (Neighbors A-Z)
where she hopes to highlight each family in
North Shore - so if your last name starts
with “A”, expect an interview request this
month!

Betsy Gregory will be our new Barnacle
Editor starting in January! She and her
husband, Jim, moved in a year ago (420
Park Creek Road) and are settling in nicely.
They have two sons. Joey, a senior at
University of Maryland, is studying
business and Teddy, also studying business,
is a junior at University of South Carolina.
Betsy and Jim most love being on their
boat: fishing, crabbing and just enjoying the
Magothy River. When I asked her what
makes North Shore unique, she answered,
“so many planned and welcoming
community events, front row parking
guaranteed for golf carts at such events,
osprey trying to nest on top of our boat all
spring, super friendly neighbors, millions
December 2017 Issue

Amy Bartholomee has served as
Barnacle Editor since her eighteen year old
son, Philippe was born! She and her
husband have been living in North Shore
since 1994. They raised their three children,
Stacy, Julian and Philippe on the shores of
the Magothy. The Bartholomees have been
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in North Shore since 1949, all three
generations have loved living here.
Amy has very much enjoyed her tenure as
editor. She has enjoyed piecing together the
Barnacle each month and is so happy to
pass along the position to Betsy.
“ Betsy is the perfect person for the job, she
is outgoing, fun, and friendly and I think
she will really enjoy creating an interesting
issue every month. I know I will look
forward to reading it!”
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into petitioning to become a Special
Community Benefits District. This allows
the community to raise significant capital
through assessments on our property taxes.
There is sure to be some lively debate and if
anyone has any questions on this subject or
any other questions or concerns about
North Shore, please never hesitate to
contact me.
I hope you have a safe and memorable
holiday.
Ben Wisthoff

Letter from The President
Seasons Greetings,
I’m looking forward to the holidays and our
special traditions here in North Shore. Ty
has some new songs for caroling, and I hear
we’re scheduled for a visit from St. Nick. I
hope to see all of you there.
The NSA board is still looking for warm
bodies to help with vacancies on the board.
Please reach out to any board member to
find out how you can help and give back to
your community. There are many
challenges facing our neighborhood, and
any and all ideas are appreciated.
Mark your calendars for February 6th,
2018. The annual meeting will be held at
the Mountain Road library. In addition to
new board members being added, we’ll
continue the discussion about our marina
and the repairs that are needed to have it
remain as a viable facility. The fiscal
concerns have prompted the Board to look
December 2017 Issue

Treasurer’s Report
For November 2017
The starting balance for November was
$37,043. The September revenue was $1.46
interest. The $1,000 check was returned
and a new check for $2,500 was written for
starting the permit process. The checking
account for the marina fund had $23,161 by
the end of November when the interest was
added and the checks were accounted. The
expenses in the general fund for November
were Garden Club plants, mowing, BGE and
Barnacle (2 months) were $419. The
balance at the end of October was $35,162
in the general account.
Marion Glasby
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Welcome!
We have new neighbors at 1134 Valley Drive
(at the corner of Park Creek Rd). Amanda
and Nick Rank moved here from Virginia
Beach in early November. They have three
young children, Evelyn, Shelton, and
Jonathan, as well as a friendly dog named
Scout. Nick is an active Reservist and
retired Navy pilot, and he now flies for a
regional airline. Amanda travels quite a bit
as a medical sales rep. Fortunately, her
parents live nearby and help with the kids,
but they are looking for responsible
babysitters here in North Shore. Stop by
and offer your services, North Shore Teens!
Amanda and Nick have already been
introduced to several of the other parents
with young children in North Shore. They
really love the friendliness of our little
community. You may get the chance to
meet them at Christmas Caroling as well.
A hearty WELCOME to the Rank Family!
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Happy Holidays from the
Garden Club
We enjoyed another successful Open House
this year! A very special thank you to John
& Larraine Clark, and Herb & Marion
Glasby for opening their lovely homes for
this fun event. With the combined efforts of
the Garden Club and extended
neighborhood participants, this was a great
way to celebrate the Holidays in North
Shore.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to
the charitable fundraiser, Evolve Life
Center in Pasadena. They were very grateful

Park
Have you seen North Shore’s playground
recently? Whether or not you have
children/grandchildren who utilize the
facilities, I would like to get a group
together in 2018 that will help in the
planning and restoring of this wonderful
asset in our community. Please contact
me if you can help. Lisa Stamper
443-618-2935 lstamper405@gmail.com
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for the monetary and household/personal
items we provided.
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Great Travel Savings
Here are some tips to save money on your
next vacation.
Save more money-take
more vacations!
Lodging

Next year…
We are in dire need of friends for the
gardens of North Shore, to support our
gardens and keep them beautiful and
blooming. Our goal would be to divide up
into small groups so that we can focus on a
garden that is special to you. If you have a
few minutes would you please consider
helping out? There will be no meeting in
December.

For families, cramming everyone into one
hotel room is not fun, and getting 2+
rooms can break the budget. Try using any
of the home and apartment rental sites like
Air B&B, VRBO, and homeaway.com
Besides all the additional room, you get a
full kitchen which saves on meals, and a
friendly host who can guide you to the best
sights and deals in town.
If you are the adventurous sort,
Homeexchange.com is a membership
site where, for $150/year, you get access to
thousands of families around the world
with whom you arrange to swap homes for
free. You must be comfortable letting
another family stay in your house while you
are in theirs, but we found you can also
swap a car, babysitters, and friendly
neighbors who invite you over for dinner!
You can swap as often as you want every
year, and if you don’t succeed in finding a
suitable exchange the first year, the next
year is free! Another great site for
exchangers is intervac.com Nothing beats
free lodging and cars!
Sometimes a hotel deal is all you need.
Trivago.com seems to be a great
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aggregator for most cities. Start with that,
and then check Hotwire.com They offer
instant deals with super low prices but
won’t disclose the exact hotel until you
book. Find a deal and location that looks
appealing, and then do a Google search on
another page for “What hotels are Hotwire
offering in …City.” You will find a link to a
page where recent buyers post the identity
of the hotel by Star Level, neighborhood,
and amenities published on the Hotwire
site. Check the hotel’s website and see if you
like the location and looks of it, then go
ahead and book with Hotwire with full
knowledge of what you will get! We recently
scored a 4 Star Thompson Boutique Hotel
in the Wall Street area of NYC for $125/
night. They usually charge over $300/night
weekdays, and $229 on weekends.
Car Rentals
The best thing about car rental reservations
is you do not need to pay in advance. Try
using your AAA, AARP, or Costco/BJs
discount codes and reserve the best deal as
far in advance as possible. Then use
Hotwire for their “Mystery Agency.” Again,
they don’t disclose the rental agency but
will disclose if it is on airport or not. As all
rental cars are about the same, you should
not care which one you get. If the savings
are significant, book it and pay. The only
drawback is that you must pay in full in
advance for the Hotwire reservation.
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Airfare
I suggest signing up for Southwest’s email
alerts, as most on-line sites are not able to
include Southwest’s fares in their search
results. They will alert you to pending fare
deals prior to the general public. I also sign
up for daily alerts from
Theflightdeal.com These folks provide
alerts for extremely cheap fares, and they
sometimes sell out in under an hour.
Usually I see something amazing and local
at least once a week, like BWI to Vancouver
for $339RT, or DC to Vegas for $160RT.
There are lots of deals to Europe for under
$450RT that are good for winter and spring
travel. The only problem with this site is
that you may have to beg your boss for
more time off since it can be so cheap!
This brings up another word of advice. If
you see a deal for airfare but are not sure
you can get the time off or make all
necessary arrangements, BOOK IT
IMMEDIATELY anyway. You have 24
hours to cancel with no penalty. This
is a little-known federal rule the airlines
would rather you did not know about. It
also works in the event the price drops
within 24 hours. Just cancel and rebook at
the lower fare. The one catch is your trip
must be over 7 days away.
Other useful apps are Hopper (Mobile app)
and Google Flights (Desktop or Mobile).
Hopper is great for tracking a route and
date range, and will alert you when it is the
best time to buy. Google Flights can track
almost every airline and provides a great
8
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map showing where you can fly from your
home base, and for what fare, to just about
anywhere on the planet. They are good at
mixing airlines and one-way trips to find
the cheapest alternative. Note: For all apps,
enter WAS as the departure city; this will
automatically include all three airports
(BWI, Reagan, and Dulles) in your
searches. Frankly, BWI is not the best for
international travel, but it is getting better
with the addition of WOW Air, Jet Blue,
and more international flights on
Southwest. Remember to factor in the cost
of baggage (carry on and checked) in
determining the best flight deal, and use
Southwest’s site for their fares.
Award Travel
Except for Southwest, airlines have become
very stingy in awarding miles. Gone are the
days of awarding actual miles travelled.
Instead, it is based on the fare you pay, and
if you travel cheaply you will not earn squat.
One our last trip to Europe, I was awarded
30 miles, as this was the value of the airfare,
and $370 was for taxes and fees! Instead of
waiting to earn miles the hard way, it is far
better to take those credit card offers that
give you 60,000+ miles after you spend
$2,000-$3,000 in the first few months.
Charge everything on that card for a couple
months, pay it off, and cancel the card
before a year is up to avoid the annual fee.
As a rule of thumb, a mile is worth one
penny, so the banks are giving you $600 for
using the credit card. Despite my long-term
track record of using and abusing these
December 2017 Issue
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offers, they continue to fill my mailbox year
after year. If you find yourself a few miles
short for a travel award, do not buy them
from the airline. There are numerous sites
(Hello Google) where people sell their miles
for deep discounts. Last, check out the
Thepointsguy.com
or
Themilesguy.com for more award travel
advice than you can imagine.
If anyone else has some favorite travel
hints. I would love to hear and share them.
Email me at rwatts418@verizon.net and
I will consolidate the suggestions for a later
issue of the Barnacle.
by Rick Watts

Last Minute Gift Ideas
Think themes: Warm and Cozy (pajamas,
fuzzy socks, book, coffee/tea, mug designed
to go along with the theme, and a candle.)
Art Lovers (blank canvas, paint brushes, a
few small bottles of paint, and a pretty
picture from a magazine or a book about
something the recipient loves.)
Beer Lovers Gift (Mixed beers – Fish Paws
in Severna Park has a huge selection of
single beers in the back room that you can
purchase to make your own 6 pack, Box of
Beer Bread from the grocery store, unique
bottle opener, a magazine, and a bag of
chips.)
Some unique gift ideas you can find online:
recipe rock (magnetic rock holds your
9
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recipe upright), red wine stain remover,
bicycle repair kit, popcorn on the cob, dog
bowl water bottle, “what I love about you by
me” book, scotch infused toothpicks.
Happy Shopping!
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North Shore Galley
…from the kitchen of Nan
Anello
Easy Rudolph Brownies

Win a PRIZE – Share your “Best
Gift” Story
What’s the best gift you have ever received
or given. Was it something thoughtful,
valuable, sentimental? Was it a brand new
car with a big red ribbon on it like in the
commercials? We would love to hear your
stories. (a prize will be given to the writer of
our favorite story, a $25 gift card to Two
Rivers!)

Thank You Neighbor!
•

Thank you to Ted & Jackie Tepper for
delivering the November issue of
The Barnacle

Help Wanted
Looking to give back? Have some time to
volunteer? North Shore is looking for an
Entertainment Chair! Contact any board
member if interested!
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Ingredients
1 Box Brownie Mix
Ingredients on back of Brownie mix
(usually oil, eggs and water)
Pretzels
Holiday Mint m&m's (they come with red,
white and green)
melted chocolate (about 1/2 cup)
Directions
1. Prepare brownies as directed and let cool.
2. Cut brownies into rectangles and either
frost or use the melted chocolate to stick on
the reindeer face.
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Melting Snowman Oreo Balls
Prep Time 40 minutes
Total Time 40 minutes
Servings 40
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fork and tapping the fork on the bowl of
my candy coating to remove some of the
extra coating. If you used the toothpick
option dip balls and then gently remove
the toothpick and fill in the hole with
melted candy coating. Place in shallow
waxed paper-lined pan, allowing excess
coating to pool at bottom of each ball.
3. Chill balls until coating is set.
4. Decorate with remaining ingredients as
shown in photo. You can use the candy
coating to adhere the hat to the head.
Place in the fridge immediately to set up
the decorations.
5. Refrigerate 1 hour or until firm. Keep
refrigerated.

Candy Cane Marshmallow Pops

Ingredients
1 pkg. 36 OREO Cookies
16 oz . vanilla candy coating
48 Mini OREO Bite Size Cookies
Decorations: decorating icing or gel; multicolored sprinkles
Instructions
1. Mix cream cheese and cookie crumbs
until well blended. I like to crush the
Oreos in a food processor and then add
the cream cheese and process it together.
It can also be done by hand though.
2. Shape into 48 (1-inch) balls; place in
single layer in shallow pan. Some
readers have stuck toothpicks in the top
before freezing for easier dipping later.
Freeze for at least 20 minutes. They can
be frozen for longer. Dip balls in melted
coating (see note); I do this by using a
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1 child to crush candy canes (optional, but
fun)
large marshmallows
mini candy canes
melted chocolate (we use Trader Joe's
Dark Chocolate block)
crushed candy
canes
Stick a mini candy
cane into the large
marshmallow.
Dip
the
marshmallow into
the
melted
chocolate, allow
excess chocolate
to drip off, then
roll into the
crushed candy
cane. Place on a
waxed paper lined
baking sheet and
allow to set.
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Healthy Strawberry Santa
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Spread one side of the banana with
cottage cheese (relatively thickly, as
this will become the beard)
Place the strawberry slice on the
serving plate
Add the slice of the banana on top,
cottage cheese side down
Take the gel icing pen and add 2 dots
on the edge of the banana slice to
look like eyes
Place the remaining part of the
strawberry on top as the hat
Repeat for as many Santas you wish
to make

Ingredients
•
•
•
•

Strawberries
A banana
Cottage Cheese
A black gel icing pen

Healthy Strawberry Santa Method
1.
2.
3.

Take the top off a strawberry (ie the
leaves)
Slice a second slice from the top of
the strawberry
Slice a disc from a banana
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North Shore Board of Governors
Voting
Ben Wisthoff (2/18)
President
458 Edgewater Road
410-255-7705 [H]
410-207-9979 [C]
benwisthoff@gmail.com
Lisa Stamper (2/19)
Vice President
Garden Club
Park
405 Dobbins Lane
443-618-2935
Lstamper405@gmail.com
Melinda Scalio (2/20)
Secretary
1138 Valley Dr.
443-375-2737
melinda@teamcaropreso.com
Marion Glasby (2/19)
Treasurer
466 Edgewater Road
410-437-0848 [H]
443-253-2722 [C]
mkglasby@aacc.edu

Non-voting
Laurie Gardner (2/19)
Roads and Zoning
477 Edgewater Road
443-790-2509 [C]
lauriejeangardner@gmail.com

Jon Bailey
WebMaster
326 Edgewater Road
410-437-2878 [H]
jbailey@p385.com

David Klatt (2/19)
Pier
1143 Valley Dr.
443-653-0914
David.klattnorthshore@gmail.com

Amy Bartholomee
Barnacle
441 Edgewater Road
410-255-0264 [H]
443-690-2960 [C]
adbart65@me.com

Doug O’Connell (2/18)
Beach
346 Edgewater Road
410-439-1620[H]
301-275-8761 [C]
djogov78@gmail.com
Tracy Poyneer (2/18)
Entertainment
389 North Shore Road
443-716-5387 [C]
443-285-5731 [W]
tracy.poyneer@copt.com

Wayne Bartholomee
Get’r done
441 Edgewater Road
410-255-0264 [H]
443-690-2959 [C]
whitewayne@icloud.com
Rick Watts
Welcome
418 Park Creek Road
443-255-6412 [C]
rwatts418@verizon.net

Jeanne Brush (2/18)
Membership
470 Edgewater Road
410-255-0636 [H]
7714anna@gmail.com
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